Becoming a semi-professional photographer – 
Introduction
I want to start general by cover a few points and make this an informal process, since this is geared toward the semi-professional or serious amateur. In later articles, I’ll go into more details with some anecdotal stories.

I will not be discussing basic business set up such as filing a “Doing Business As” (DBA) or business structure.  There are plenty of sources on the web for you to research.
I’m astonished at how easy it was and is to be considered a professional photographer.  Once you accept money for your services, you’ve entered the realm of professional.  However, accepting money for work does not guarantee that your work is better than someone who charges less or does it for free.
I am going with the assumption that most of you have a basic understanding of photography.  If not, most community colleges, universities and camera stores offer introductory photography classes.

The point of this article is for the amateur or serious photographer that would like to make a little extra income with their camera.  I want to emphasize that I do not encourage anyone to quit their day job or that any of my suggestions would make you lots of money.  Additionally, I strongly suggest that you keep your photographic endeavors and activities separate from your day job.  I pursued the full time professional photographer for 6 years, which I later realized was 5 years too long.  When I met other photographers with more contacts and years of experience struggling, I realized it was time to return to the steady income sector.  Besides, you will find that your co-workers can become a valuable resource to for potential leads and opportunities to sell your photographic skills.

A starting point for exposing your skills is networking at community, religious, and school organizations.  In the beginning you may need to give away samples of your work.  That is, you may have to photograph a special event for one of the mentioned organizations.  One of the benefits, in the beginning, when you photograph a community event is you will meet people which can lead to more potential paying opportunities.  I have some cautionary stories to share later about some types of organizations.
I am mainly focusing on places and people that can get you leads.  Another source are local photographers guild or professional photographers associations.  Not only will you meet local professionals, you can gain valuable knowledge.
I also recommend that you set up a basic website with a registered domain name.  It will be easier to find your work than having a potential client spell out a long web host name and then your photography name.  I will go into detail about website basics later.  You want to show your portfolio and samples.  In a later article, I will give some tips as to what kind of samples work best.

