Becoming a Semi-professional photographer:

Basic Camera equipment for starting out – Part 2
(Opinion)
This is more my personal opinion of camera equipment than “this brand” is the best camera to buy.  I’ve used many brands of cameras (bought and borrowed) and I’ve always been pleased with the results.

I covered some basic equipment in the “Improving Your Photographs” such as a basic bracket with an off-camera flash.  Again, this accessory is a basic way to improve the look of your photos.  However, equipment alone will not improve your photography.  At the minimum, choose a camera with manual settings so that you can adjust the aperture and shutter speeds.  
You can choose a camera based on brand name and appearances because it looks professional.  I am of the opinion that you can get excellent results from most any camera – even the basic point and shoot.
I did have potential clients look down on me because I used Minolta cameras (35mm) and not Nikons.  Look at the photos on my website – most were taken with a basic Minolta SLR.  Later, I bought a Bronica Medium format so that clients would see that I was using “professional” equipment.  The target in these articles is the serious amateur to someone who wants to make some side income with their camera.  There are some competent “pro-sumer” cameras that will achieve excellent results – once you know how to use it to its full potential.   I would not recommend spending $2000 + just for some side income – but ultimately it is your decision on how much you spend.
My point is it doesn’t matter which camera you use, learn its weakness and strengths.  When you know the abilities of your camera, even if it is a point and shoot, you can take wonderful photographs.  It is difficult to endorse or say which camera is the best overall.  I’ll take the easy route and say the best camera “is the one in your head.”  With it, you can take any camera and create a lasting image.
If you look at most any reputable name: Nikon, Cannon, Olympus, you should be able to find a camera that fits within your budget.  Set a dollar amount that you are willing to spend.  You can add accessories as your budget allows.  I can highly recommend visiting B&H Photo website http://www.bhphotovideo.com/  Based in New York, they are a very reputable company.
